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	Maribyrnong City Council honoured the work of volunteers during the 2011 Civic Award Ceremony, held as part of Council’s Australia Day celebrations on Wednesday 26 January.

Council would like to thank all of the nominees and recipients for the wonderful work they do for our community.

For more information contact:
Communications and Events Officer
9688 0247
email@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au 

 
	
 



		Award  
	Recipient  
	Description    

	Joint Citizen of the Year  
	Alan Ross  
	As founding member, president and secretary, Alan has devoted 29 years of service to the Maribyrnong Resident’s Association. Instrumental in protecting a variety of local community landmarks from development, including Pipemaker’s Park and Fishers Stables, he has campaigned for preservation of open spaces and responsible development. He established Residents Against Inappropriate Development in Maribyrnong and is a member of Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley and Friends of Sandy.    

	Joint Citizen of the Year  
	Reverend Colin Honey  
	Colin has supported the development of a range of services and programs for our community. He works closely with Maribyrnong’s culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities and sits on a number of inter-faith committees. He works with all sectors of the community and has served on a variety of committees and working groups including, Footscray Primary School, Steiner Kindergarten, CALD committee of Maribyrnong City Council, Ecumenical Committee of Yarraville Churches and Footscray Outreach Mission.     

	Community Services Volunteer of the Year   
	Muni Deo  
	Muni has been an active member of Braybrook Neighbourhood Watch for more than eleven years. For the past three years he has volunteered for the District Neighbourhood Watch and currently sits on its executive committee. He also volunteers at the Duke Street community house and is the founder and chairperson of the Fiji Multicultural Association.     

	Mayoral Award  
	George Georgiou  
	An active member of Yarraville’s Greek community, George has volunteered for the past 30 years at St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Parish. He has been involved in a wide range of activities including assisting at religious services, organising charity drives and hand crafting candles for the church. At 84 years of age, George continues to be an active and dedicated member of our community.    

	Community Services Group Award  
	Footscray Hockey Club - Junior  
	Run by a workforce of 90 volunteers, the Footscray Hockey Club is the second largest hockey club in Melbourne. With playing members ranging from five to 70 years old, the club is proud of its emphasis on equality for female players. The club has been awarded the Sue Hounslow Trophy for providing the strongest junior girls program in Victoria and has an active school promotion program, specialist training, free equipment hire for disadvantaged families and free come and try days.    

	Special Commendation Award  
	Footscray City Gymnastics Club Inc  
	Established in 1981, the Footscray City Gymnastics Club upholds its ethos of ‘Gymnastics for Everyone’ and focuses on fun, fitness, fundamentals and friendship. With excellent venue and facilities and nearly 900 gymnasts across a range of ages and abilities, the club has a range of programs to suit everyone. Committed to a culture of inclusion, the club has integrated children with varying disabilities into its mainstream programs and was chosen by Gymnastics Victoria and Scope to develop a class for adults with disabilities.    

	Young Citizen of the Year  
	Sanjana Preeti Kumar  
	A Bachelor of Youth Studies student at Victoria University and a Phoenix Youth Centre Management Committee volunteer, Sanjana is a strong advocate for young people. She supports two dance groups, Jungle City and Diversity Dancers, who encourage young people to be the best they can be. Sanjana is also a mentor for Council’s Hip Hop program.    

	Mayoral Award  
	Oti-Annan Willoughby  
	Oti is a role model and vocal spokesperson for White Ribbon Day’s message of eliminating violence against women. Oti is involved in Council’s Hip Hop program and wrote lyrics to the rap Respect, Courage & Integrity which was performed at a recent White Ribbon Day event. He demonstrates professionalism and dedication and performs with passion and compassion and encourages those who feel less confident about performing.     

	Emerging Community Leader of the Year   
	Michelle Lovegrove  
	As an active volunteer over the last eight years, Michelle has assisted lifestyle and leisure staff at aged care facilities in Maidstone and Footscray. She assists with resident activities including art, gardening, craft and gentle exercise. Michelle connects with all residents and takes special care to spend time with those who are lonely.    

	Special Commendation   
	Le Thi Bui  
	An active member of Footscray and Victoria’s Vietnamese community, Le volunteers for a variety of community organisations, with a focus on the elderly, cultural heritage and community support. Le has been the Footscray branch leader of the Indochinese Elderly Refugees Association since 2005 and is also secretary of Vietnamese Mutual Assistance Association, president of the Western Women’s Association and a volunteer with St Vincent de Paul.    

	Emerging Community Group of the Year   
	Special Olympics – Melbourne West Tenpin Bowling Team  
	Formed in February 2010 by a group of volunteers to address the lack of sporting options for individuals, especially children with intellectual and allied disabilities, the team aims to support and coach players to reach their potential. Volunteers train players, helping them gain confidence, improve dexterity and coordination.     

	Special Commendation   
	Western Edge Youth Arts  
	Western Edge Youth Arts is a not for profit arts organisation that works with a diverse range of young people to produce relevant and thought provoking theatre and public performances. With a successful history of working with at risk youth, they provide opportunities for arts education, social inclusion and peer networking to people who are often isolated within the community.    
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