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Moreland drives for balance in sports funding formula

Moreland Council is taking its battle for gender balance to grounds and playing fields around the city.

Last night Council adopted an affirmative action policy aimed at dramatically boosting participation rates by women and girls particularly, as well as young people in general, in local sports and recreation clubs.

Incoming Mayor Stella Kariofyllidis said Council wanted clubs to ensure they had the right governance structures in place, and the right branding, to attract men, women and juniors alike, as both players and committee members.

“Council manages some 56 sports grounds and 42 sporting pavilions, which are substantial community assets requiring significant and ongoing ratepayer contributions,” Cr Kariofyllidis said.

“Yet 92 per cent of the users of these facilities are male, which is not a fair balance at all.”

Cr Kariofyllidis said clubs needed to develop proactive membership strategies and make a real commitment to opening up new options for people of all ages and genders to participate in activities and events at places funded from the public purse.

“This is the first time Council has used a funding allocation policy to actively redress this longstanding issue of gender and age imbalance in local sports,” the Mayor said.

“From October next year, the allocations Council hands out to local clubs will only go to those fielding junior sides and which actively include participation by girls and women, in either competitive or non-competitive activities.

“This sort of affirmative action is imperative to really tackle general health and wellbeing issues in our communities, including some of the more serious problems of obesity and depression, both of which are associated with lack of regular exercise and isolation from mainstream opportunities,” she said.

Cr Kariofyllidis said most Moreland sporting clubs and groups have already indicated widespread support for Council’s new policy. 

“Under the new policy, Council will only support funding applications or allocate ratepayers’ dollars for all-important infrastructure upgrades, such as sports grounds and pavilions, if clubs can demonstrate their commitment to socially responsible access and inclusion strategies,” she said.

“This includes having club names that represent the Moreland area, rather than making reference to specific ethnic bases, plus doing away with slogans, sponsors or business support that take away from Moreland Council’s inclusion requirements.”

