Government endorses the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children
On Tuesday, 15 February 2011, the Australian Government launched the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children 2010-2022 (National Plan).  Minister for the Status of Women, the Hon. Kate Ellis, MP, and the Attorney General, the Hon. Robert McClelland, MP, announced the endorsement of the National Plan by the Commonwealth, as well as all State and Territory Governments.
 Libby Lloyd AM, a Board member of White Ribbon Foundation, was Chair of the National Council to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children which developed Time for Action: The National Council’s Plan for Australia to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children, 2009-2021.  White Ribbon Chair, Andrew O’Keefe, was also a member of the 10 person National Council.  Time for Action was delivered to the former Prime Minister, the Hon. Kevin Rudd, MP, in April 2009 as the National Council completed its one-year term.  Libby however continued an involvement as Chair of the Commonwealth’s successor council, The Violence Against Women Advisory Group (VAWAG)
This is Australia’s first ever National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women.  It is remarkable because it is both long-term and consolidates all governments’ efforts to reduce violence against women.  Significantly, the National Plan targets two major forms of violence: domestic and family violence and sexual assault which are both gendered crimes in that they have a vastly disproportionate impact on women.  The Plan gives emphasis to the prevention of violence and within this highlights the role that White Ribbon Campaign must play in achieving this.
This is a crucial and decisive step in formalising a violence prevention framework for Australia and a major development for the White Ribbon Campaign.  The new Plan is widely regarded as representing best international practice in most important respects.

Summary of the National Plan
The National Plan recognises that all States and Territories must work together to reduce the incidence of violence against women and children. There is also a strong emphasis throughout the National Plan on local community action.  It emphasises that business, as well as governments and local community organisations and individuals, must also be actively involved play a part in reducing violence against women.

The Commonwealth and all States and Territories have signed on to the National Plan for 12 years (4x3 year Action Plans). The National Plan includes the first three-year Action Plan, which establishes the strategic projects and actions that will help drive short term and long term results. 
The National Plan also stipulates six national outcomes for all governments to deliver during the next 12 years. These outcomes include:
1. Communities are safe and free from violence
a. Promoting community involvement
b. Focusing on primary prevention
c. Advancing gender equality
2. Relationships are respectful
a. Building on young people’s capacity to develop respectful relationships
b. Supporting adults to model respectful relationships
c. Promoting positive male attitudes and behaviours
3. Indigenous communities are strengthened
a. Fostering leadership of Indigenous women within communities and broader Australian society
b. Building community capacity at the local level
c. Improving access to appropriate services
4. Services meet the needs of women and their children experiencing violence
a. Enhancing the first point of contact to identify and respond to needs
b. Supporting specialist domestic violence and sexual assault services to deliver responses that meet needs
c. Supporting mainstream services to identify and respond to needs
5. Justice responses are effective
a. Improving access to justice for women and their children
b. Strengthening leadership across justice systems
c. Ensuring justice systems work better together and with other systems
6. Perpetrators stop their violence and are held to account
a. Holding perpetrators accountable
b. Reducing the risk of recidivism
c. Intervening early to prevent violence
Key actions under the National Plan include:
· Supporting local community action to reduce violence against women. 
· Commitment to support the inclusion of respectful relationships education in phase three of the Australian Curriculum. 
· Provision of telephone support for frontline workers such as allied health, child care and paramedics to better assist clients who have experienced violence. 
· New programs to stop perpetrators committing acts of violence and national standards for perpetrator programs. 
· Establishing a national Centre of Excellence to evaluate the effectiveness of strategies to reduce violence against women.
· A Personal Safety Survey and National Community Attitudes Survey to track the impact of the new action plans every four years. 
· Encouraging young people to develop healthy and respectful relationships through the continuation of 'The Line' campaign and respectful relationships program.
· The Australian Law Reform Commission (ALRC) inquiry into the impact of Commonwealth laws on those experiencing family violence.
What does this mean for the White Ribbon Campaign?
It is evident from the National Plan that the Government is committed to supporting the White Ribbon Campaign in the long-term. Specifically, the White Ribbon Campaign is noted in:

1. Strategy 2.3: Promote positive male attitudes and behaviours
The National Plan identifies the White Ribbon Campaign as an immediate national initiative to promote male intolerance of violence against women, and to expand this to rural and regional areas.
2. State and Territory initiatives – Victoria – Future Directions
The Victorian Government has identified engaging and supporting local communities, including implementing White Ribbon Day activities, as one of a number of key areas of immediate activity for Victoria.

In engaging rural and remote areas, the plan proposes that White Ribbon Campaign “champions” are required to drive the Campaign in their local communities.  Ambassadors and Supporters are these “champions” and can identify more “champions” by reaching out to their existing networks, particularly to members of their local governments.

For the National Plan to really achieve traction, it needs to be supported and driven by local governments, business and communities and individuals. There is, therefore, an extremely valuable and important role to be played by Ambassadors and Supporters of the White Ribbon Campaign in raising awareness about the National Plan across the media and the broader community. 

The White Ribbon Campaign will be engaging workplaces, schools and sporting codes through educational and culture-change programs designed to support the development of respectful relationships within the community. To this end, White Ribbon is developing a White Ribbon accreditation framework to support the ways in which the campaign can become part of human resource strategies, anti-bullying and awareness strategies for schools, sports clubs and the like.

The National Plan provides a strategic framework which will support and facilitate the White Ribbon Campaign’s activities. However, for governments to achieve the six national outcomes outlined in the plan, it is necessary not only that all States and Territories join together and that, where possible, initiatives are aligned, but that the White Ribbon Campaign works as an integral contributor to these outcomes, enabling men and boys to become central to the strategies to achieve prevention of violence against women.

It is exciting for the White Ribbon Campaign to be able to play such a leading role in working with prevention – we are all up for it.  Combining the energy and commitment of more than 1400 ambassadors and an army of supporters, all of us involved with the White Ribbon Campaign will be working to make giant inroads in this next phase and really make a difference to the lives of many families, women and children – and for our whole community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Read the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children here.
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