Speech notes on the White Ribbon Campaign for sports clubs
November 25th is the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, now also known as White Ribbon Day. The White Ribbon Campaign was started by a handful of men in Canada in 1991, in response to a man who massacred 14 women. These men felt a responsibility to stop this from happening again.
The White Ribbon Campaign is about men speaking out against violence against women. It’s about blokes hearing an off joke demeaning women, and saying ‘hey that’s really wrong – would you like someone to talk about your sister, daughter or wife like that?’ It’s about never making excuses for someone who treats women badly. And in this way, we’ll start to influence the behaviour of men who are violence towards women.
A study by VicHealth has shown that found that, among women under 45, intimate partner violence contributes more to their poor health, disability, and death than any other risk factor, including obesity and smoking. ABS data also shows that one third of Australian women have experienced physical assault and one fifth have experienced sexual assault.

As sporting clubs, we have a powerful role influencing behaviours and attitudes of men. We can help to create a violence-free community by modelling non-violent and respectful gender relations. Being part of the White Ribbon Campaign is a great way to show that our clubs will not tolerate violence against women.

