EXTRACT FROM SPEECH GIVEN BY ADVOCATE SURVIVOR – JEN

Thank you for all being here today. I want to take five minutes of your life and encourage you to examine closely all that you are already doing.  And then I want you to find ways to do it better.  I underscore that this is about saving lives - sometimes from the sadness of human death, and more often from the painful way of being caught in a living death of the self.
Why do I want to do that?  Simple.  All women and their children do not need to spend one more second, let alone, five minutes living in fear.  Particularly, tragically, when this fear is fear of the men in their lives. Fear of the very men who say that they love them.  And I want to underscore that often you meet these very men, without knowing, you meet these men as publically good members of our community the same men who are then choosing to privately terrorize their families.
So what can be done to eradicate this human behavioural disease that is alive and well?  Perhaps even in your neighbours, sisters or daughters house, without you even knowing?  We need to really, and I mean really, take on board that Family Violence is happening right now as I speak to you. It is not just an academic precept, a conglomeration of statistics that happens to unknown others.  It is not just a social response to poverty or lack of education.  Remember you meet these women and children unbeknown as you move around your daily life.  It is true many are living in and enjoying all the benefits of this community.  It is also true that for some that community is a world away from them by virtue of their front door and internal, personal system of fear and shame.
We need all people knowing that family violence is prevalent, serious and most importantly preventable. It happens from a place of choice. The man has to choose the strategies of family violence to achieve his outcomes of control of his woman and children.

Unfortunately, with regret, I do not profess to have the answers on how to stop this. I do know speaking up and shining a light on the issues is helpful.  My thoughts are that what you need to do is ensure your approach is a multifaceted, multileveled one that translates into grass roots practicalities.   That requires the majority of good men in our community. Second, take your capacity to effect change and begin today.
Perhaps, what I can offer is some threads of a story of a woman for you to refer to when thinking through how you are going to translate policy into lived practice.
She taught her children that their bodies were theirs and the concept of personal safety when say using the local public pool, yet those same children often lay in bed and heard her struggles against unwanted sex.
She taught her children about stranger danger, not answering the front door and welcoming in unknowns, when all were aware of the unspoken irony of the danger already existing behind the closed door…….
To inquire about an advocate survivor speaking at your event, visit:

http://www.wdvcs.org.au/Survivors-as-Media-Advocates or email admin@wdvcs.org.au

