EXAMPLE Welcome Speech from the hosting Mayor
White Ribbon Leaders Lunch

Good afternoon everyone, I am Councillor INSERT NAME, and the Mayor of INSERT HOSTING COUNCIL. 

Firstly I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we stand here today, the INSERT people. 

I pay my respects to their elders (past and present OR) and to our Aboriginal leaders with us today.
I would like to welcome:

· Key Note Speaker Name and Title
· Key Note Speaker Name and Title

· FIRST NAME, an Advocate Survivor of Family Violence 

· Others? (check guest list)
· Mayors, Councillors, Chief Executives and staff from our #### municipalities

· Police, family violence workers, health and community service organisations, sporting groups, traders, and all our other community leaders.

Thank you all for coming. 

The issue of violence against women is serious, prevalent and preventable.  I will not go into the statistics now - you will hear some of these devastating health impacts from our special guest speakers today - however I will say that violence from an intimate partner, is the leading contributor to the health burden of Victorian women aged 15-44.  In knowing this sad fact, and given our commitment to represent our local constituencies, local government must take a leading role in preventing violence against women before it occurs.

I hope you get a lot out of today and walk away inspired to take action to prevent violence against women, in both your professional and personal capacity.

I encourage you all to engage in the White Ribbon Campaign, not only on the 25th November, but every day throughout the year.  The campaign provides a valuable and accessible vehicle to publicly state our commitment as local governments to a community free of violence against women, which will inevitably result in a safer, stronger, and more inclusive community for all men, women, boys and girls.

I will now hand over to our MC for the day *** 


